Welcome back to the new school year! On behalf of the Lake County Counselors Association, we hope you had a
fantastic summer and got plenty of time to recharge!

As we step into our 43rd year, our commitment to you remains as strong as ever! We are excited to continue
providing affordable professional development, college tours, networking events, counselor socials, and more.
Plus, through our proud affiliation with the Illinois School Counselor Association, our programming will continue
offering CPDUs and CE/CEUs.

If you haven’t become a member for the 2026-27 school year, don’t worry. We've got you! Here is_a link to our
2026-27 membership form. LCCA membership is $30, $10 for students/interns, and free for retirees.

As we kick off a new school year, we can’t help but celebrate everything we accomplished together last year. A
few stand-out highlights include:

Fall Workshop: “The Evolution of Ethical Practice on College Admissions,” presented by members of the IACAC
Education and Ethics Committee

Building Trades Fair: In partnership with the Lake County Building Trades Council, LCCA hosted the 2nd Annual
Lake County Career and Trades Fair, at which we welcomed over 25 union trade areas, and over 900 Lake County
high school students attended.

Annual Conference: Attendees walked away with tangible skills from Carly Quick through her Counselor Wellness
101 presentation to help navigate our personal, professional, and organizational wellness. We also heard from Dr.
Kate Kalnes & Andy Milne through Next Gen Men on how to better support our students who identify as male. The
conference was hosted at the College of Lake County North Shore Campus, where all attendees toured the
facilities and received admissions and programming information.

Spring Workshop: Wauconda Police and Fire Departments hosted a First Responders Exploration Day where
counselors explored career paths in specialized tactical units (NIPAS, SIG), tech and investigative roles (Drone
Operator, Evidence Tech), community policing (SRO, K9), and fire/EMS services.

LCCA Scholarship: We awarded two $500 scholarships to students who are pursuing a career in Counseling,
Social Work, Psychology, or a related Mental Health Field. Congratulations again to Tatiana Fleming from
Zion-Benton East High School and Nicki Vuong from Warren Township High School for being the 2026 recipients.

We are excited to offer you another incredible year of professional development opportunities for free or at a
discounted rate for our members. And of course, we can't forget our social gatherings, a wonderful chance to
unwind and build lasting connections with fellow counselors!

Be sure to mark your calendars with LCCA's 2026-27 events. Here are a few that are right around the corner:

e Counselors Back to School Social: Friday, September 11 at Smokin’ Jacks BBQ (32 E Park St, Mundelein,
IL 60060) from 3:30-5:30. Come enjoy some appetizers and beverages with LCCA members.

e Member Mondays (2nd Monday of the month): We host a Zoom check-in once a month for members to
share school counseling developments, ask questions, or provide a mental break. These sessions can be
open-ended or topic-driven. Please email Kelly at kelly.mccracken@chsd117.org, if you have a topic you
would like to discuss.

e New Counselor Luncheon & Fall Workshop: Friday, October 16. We are planning a new counselor luncheon
for new counselors and current interns prior to our Fall Workshop. This is an opportunity to network with
those who are new to the field or school in Lake County.
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e 3rd Annual Building Trades Fair: Thursday, October 29, at the Lake County Fair Grounds. School
registration will be sent around Labor Day.

Looking forward to connecting with you soon!

Kristen Doktor
2026-27 Lake County Counselors Association President



